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"Do you want me to give you my frank opinion?"
Abdul Baha said.

"Yes, of course," he answerer!.

Then, let me illustrate your position by a story. Dur-
ing the war against a foreign nation, one of 4he ^oldiers
was stricken \\ith a severe sickness The military doc-
tor, observing his case, recommended him to the watch-
man, saying: "This man must not sleep to-night. It is
the crisis of his illness, but to-morrow morning he will
feel much better. Nurse him very carefully and watch
over him." The doctor left, and about sunset the \\atch-
rnan came around to look after the sick man. Alter an
hour or two he saw that he was getting1 worse, and was
moaning and lamenting loudly. In order to alleviate
his pain, the watchman gave him an opium pill, as a re-
sult of which he slept soundly all night. In the morning,
the doctor called and saw that the condition of the patient
was worse than the day before. Not being able to under-
stand this relapse, he sent for the watchman. "What
did you do for him last night?" "Oh, he was in such a
frantic condition that I gave him a pill of opium, after
which he slept soundly/1 "Did you not think that I, who
am a doctor, knew this remedy just a well as you, but I
did not give it to him because I knew that it would make
him worse?" "What do I care? I wanted to sleep and
this patient disturbed me. I gave him an opium pill,
and it served its purpose. To-night there will be another
watchman. If the patient is getting worse, it does not
trouble me in the least."

Now, Abdul Baha told the Governor, it is your watch-
time. You are not doing anything to improve the con-
dition of the sick country. You are putting it to sleep
by giving it narcotics, and when you leave your position,
what do you care whether the patient will live or die?
You have had your night's sleep. Instead of watching